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Brown 


proposes 
Cal Grant 
changes 


Another $14.9 million 
would go toward 
Cal Grants. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


Students who have been denied Cal 
Grant renewal awards may soon find 
relief in Gov. Jerry Brown’s most recent 
budget proposal. 

In his 2014-15 preliminary budget, 
Brown has proposed to allocate. $14.9 
million toward students who have lost 
their Cal Grant eligibility status be- 
cause their family’s income and assets 
rose above a certain level while they 
were in school. 

Currently, CSU students perma- 
nently lose their Cal Grant eligibility 
status if their families’ income rises 
above a certain level at any time in 
their academic career, according to the 
Cal State University Board of Trustees 
January meeting agenda. 

Brown’s proposed budget, however, 
would allow students to reapply for Cal 
Grants if their family’s income falls be- 
low a certain level. 

The proposed Cal Grant change 


NO KNOCK 


ON THIS WOOD 


Senior studio art major Christina Fuqua works on a project in 
the Fine Arts 4 building during an advanced woodshop class 
on Tuesday. Fuqua glues wood panels onto the leg of a table 
she has been working on since the Fall 2013 semester. She said 
that after studying under multiple majors, the woodworking 
program is the best fit for her. “The freedom and the staff are 
so incredibly knowledgeable and really just cool,” she said. 


could impact some Cal State Long 
Beach students who receive such 
grants, CSULB Director of Financial 
Aid Nicholas Valdivia said. 

Valdivia said that past Cal Grant 
regulations were more beneficial to stu- 
dents than those currently in place. 

“[In the past,] once a student quali- 
fied for a Cal Grant, they were eligible 
for up to four years,” Valdivia said. 


See CAL GRANT, Page 2 
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Radio Production Assistant 


Cal State Long Beach’s first short-term study 
abroad program to Ukraine has been cancelled 
due to political unrest and lack of interest. 

Russian professor Harold Schefski said that 
he and geography professor Dimitrii Sidorov 
had planned to take students on a study abroad 


students to “get more” for their money. 

But when news of protests and violence sur- 
faced in the American media, the small number 
of interested students decreased, he said. 

“Five students were the most we had,” Schef- 
ski said via email. “This dropped to two after 
the political and social unrest developed in 
[Ukraine]. Parents [of the interested students] 
were worried because of the uncertain situa- 
tion.” 


whose parents are from Ukraine, said he has 
witnessed the unrest that has plagued Ukraine 
for centuries. 

Kochan said his father, Volodymyr Kochan, 
fought for freedom in Ukraine in the 1930s. He 
was briefly jailed in Poland and was accused of 
high treason. 

“Ukraine has suffered dearly at the hands 


See UKRAINE, Page 3 
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CSULB’s Model United Nations wins awards in Dubai 


This is the first time 
the CSULB delegates 
competed in Dubai. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 
Assistant News Editor 


Just four weeks into the semester, 
Cal State Long Beach’s Model United 
Nations visited Dubai and returned 
with three awards. 

CSULB MUN participated in the 
Emirates International Model UN 
conference in Dubai this January. The 
MUN conference allowed students to 
participate as delegates to various UN 
Committees, according to the National 
Model United Nations website. 

At the four-day-long conference, 
senior Chinese studies major Jorge So- 
riano and junior political science major 
Matt Stein won Best Delegate awards, 
and senior political science major Sar- 
ah Malik earned an honorable mention. 
Senior political science major Kyle 
Cameron and junior political science 
major Deshe Gully also attended the 
conference. 

Soriano represented Chile and Ma- 
lik represented Sweden in the Disar- 
mament and International Security 
Committee. At the conference, they 
debated whether the Arctic should be 
militarized. 

Stein represented China in the Se- 
curity Council, which focused on the 
crisis in South Sudan. 


Courtesy OF JorGE SORIANO 


From left: Delegates Matt Stein, Sarah Malik and Jorge Soriano pose 
with their awards at the Emirates International Model UN conference. 


Soriano said that in any MUN con- 
ference, delegates are expected to be- 
come experts on the topic at hand and 
the country they represent. 

“Often we choose to watch speeches 
and interviews done by diplomats of 
our country, read treaties and domes- 
tic laws regarding the issue, [and] track 


the voting record of that country in the 
UN,” Soriano said via email. “Some- 
times [we] make inferences based on 
that country’s allegiances and senti- 
ments toward similar issues.” 

MUN Faculty Adviser Larry Marti- 
nez said the intense preparation for the 
conference paid off. 


Learn about Congress 


Expenses paid, while you 
earn up to 20 credits. 


“We have a world-class team that 
‘brings home the gold,” Martinez 
said. “We also received an award at 
the Bonn International Model UN 
both last year and this year. We hold 
our delegates to the highest standards 
of academic rigor and parliamentary 
procedure training.” 

While most MUN conferences are 
held in English, Soriano said confer- 
ences abroad require delegates to be 
mindful of the pace of their speech and 
avoid using American colloquialisms. 

Soriano also said the difference be- 
tween conferences abroad and confer- 
ences in California is the time allotted 
for committee sessions and socializing. 

“T’ve been to conferences with 14- 
hour committee sessions and little 
time for socializing,’ Soriano said. “At 
the international conferences, there 
is more of a focus on networking and 
building friendships, so they leave a 
little bit more time for socializing.” 

CSULB MUN competes in Bonn, 
Germany every fall, but this marks the 
first time the team has competed in the 
Emirates International MUN. 

“All the delegates did an excellent 
job,” Martinez said. “Part of the reason 
for going was to help nascent Model 
UN programs benefit from their col- 
laborations with our MUN teams. This 
conference is no exception, and there 
are now students from over 40 coun- 
tries who are aware of what is pos- 
sible.” 

CSULB MUN’s next conference, 
the annual Long Beach Intercollegiate 
MUN Conference, will be held on 
campus in March. 
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The old Cal Grant regulations did not 
require a student to meet family income 
requirements when they reapplied for the 
grant each year, Valdivia said. He added 
that students who sought Cal Grants had 
to complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) each year. 

“[The current regulations] has negative- 
ly impacted our students,” Valdivia said. “I 
would like to see it as what it used to be.” 

The 2013-14 Cal Grant income ceil- 
ings are divided into two sections, ac- 
cording to the California Student Aid 
Commission. In order to qualify for Cal 
Grants A and C, a family of four must 
earn less than $83,100 per year. For Cal 
Grant B, a family of four must earn less 
than $43,700 per year. 

For senior sociology major Caleb 
Cho, Brown’s proposal makes sense. 

“My parents are small business 
owners, so their income fluctuates and 
changes every year,” he said. “It scares 
me to know that the rule is like that be- 
cause one year I might not be able to 
qualify anymore.” 

CSU Spokesman Mike Uhlenkamp said 
that Brown’s proposal would help some 
CSU students who receive Cal Grants. 

“This is a positive thing,’ Uhlen- 
kamp said. 

Junior sociology major Karina Rodas 
said the current regulations governing 
Cal Grant eligibility are unfair. 

“{The current law] is not fair because 
if youre lucky and do well one year and 
then fall back or start doing poorly again, 
you automatically don’t qualify anymore. 
It’s good for the new law to pass,” she said. 

Contributing writer Justine dela 
Rosa contributed to this report. 


by working in Congress! 


No matter what your major, if you’re an outstanding undergraduate student leader (junior or senior in 
fall 2014) with a strong academic record and a commitment to community or public service, apply now 
for a Panetta Congressional Internship. 


Each fall semester, the Panetta Institute for Public Policy, located on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula, 
provides selected California students an intensive two-week training course on the workings of the U.S. 
Congress, then sends them to Washington, expenses paid, for 11 weeks of service to a California 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. While in Washington, you'll attend special seminars with 
government leaders, journalists and policy experts. And with the submission of an experiential journal 
and a research paper, you can earn academic Credits at your school. 


‘or more about the program qualifications and application process, go to: 


The Panetta Intern Program 


a ay a Open to students at all CSU campuses, plus Santa Clara University and Dominican University of California. Must be a junior or senior in fall 2014. Apply through 
PANETTA _ the CSULB Office of the Vice President for Student Services by 5:00PM on Monday, February 24, 2014. Your travel to and from Washington, along 
INSTITUTE with housing expenses and a stipend, will be covered by the program. 
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Donations to the CSU jumped 14 percent last year 


CSULB received $27 
million of the CSU’s 
$338 million total. 


By JUSTINE DELA ROSA 
Contributing Writer 


Gift commitments to the Cal State 
University increased 14 percent from 
last year, totaling $338 million for the 
2012-13 academic year, according to the 
CSU’s Philanthropic Annual Report. 

Cal State University Web Commu- 
nications Specialist Stephanie Thara 
said this increase “essentially shows 
that California is renewing its invest- 
ment in higher education.” 

“The increase in donors and the cur- 
rent level of charitable giving are a tes- 
tament to the fact that people believe 
in the CSU mission, which is provid- 
ing quality and accessible education,” 
Thara said. “The CSU system is vital 
for California.” 

Cal State Long Beach received 
about $27 million of the CSU total, ac- 
cording to the CSU website. CSULB 
received $9.2 million in new gifts, 
which are contributions from first- 
time donors, and $4.4 million came 
in pledge payments, which are install- 
ments paid over time. 

The largest amount, $13.2 million, 
came from testamentary commit- 
ments, which are allotted amounts of 
money donated through a person’s will, 
Thara said. 


CSU-wide Charitable Giving (in millions) 


2009- 
2010 


Most of CSULB’s donations, 35 per- 
cent, came from corporate donations, 
while 25 percent came from individu- 
als. Alumni donated 17 percent and 
foundations, parents and other organi- 
zations made up the last 23 percent. 

One donor, Anna W. Ngai, donated 
$3 million to support the new alumni 
center alone, according to the report. 
Ngai studied at CSULB as an inter- 
national student from Hong Kong 40 
years ago, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in finance and business administration. 


2010- 
2011 


2011- 
2012 


In 2012-13, CSULB used roughly 
71 percent of funds for university 
programs, 11.1 percent for campus 
improvements and 11.1 percent for en- 
dowment, according to the report. 

Donations received through fund- 
raising are used in multiple ways, in- 
cluding scholarships, research, faculty 
support, building projects and athlet- 
ics, according to the report. 

Thara said that although the total 
amount is not a new high, it set a record 
specifically for charitable gift receipts 


Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


It-is now apparent that President Obama is focused on “income inequality.” 
You have already begun the process of increasing your income mobility by being in 
college. You are increasing your human capital which plays a strong role in upward 
mobility. Data show that 86 % of college graduates, 84% of dual-earner families, 
and 64% of people who were continuously employed left the lowest income rung. 
Over 53% of the lower rung people move out of the lowest rung with 4% moving 
to the top ladder in 20 years! Thus income inequality is not a static number. The 
relative mobility of individuals changes even when the group measure remains the 
same. Ninety-nine percent of black married couples with children made more money 
than their parents and sixty-two percent moved up the economic ladder. Economic 
mobility has not been destroyed. For absolute income inequality in current year 
dollars, the Census bureau shown the per capital income has increased from 
$22 346 in 2000 to $28,281 in 2012. Thus the absolute mobility has increased. How 
do we continue to increase income and the absolute mobility, not reducing inequality 
and class warfare, are the primary issues. 

There are major ways to increase the absolute and relative mobility. 

Increase the number of jobs available. Stop the growth of the bureaucracy and the 
stultifying federal regulations that allowed the large corporations to prosper. Only 
when the drag of regulations is minimized and we change our policies to encourage 
savings and small business growth will we increase absolute income mobility. The 
solution is to start getting rid of unnecessary and counterproductive regulations. 
General Electric closed the last incandescent light bulb factory due to government 
regulations - we can neither manufacture nor import the light bulbs that people 


need to keep from having “curly-cue” light bulb headaches. 


Next, make it easier 


for commerce to flow. We frittered away the nearly billion dollar Obama stimulus 
instead of the promised national infrastructure of roads and bridges. Finally, instead 
of developing policies to please Wall Street and San Francisco billionaires, set up 
policies to help our basic industries in manufacturing, energy production, aerospace, 
and construction. Jobs in these industries are going overseas because of our 
regulatory and tax policies. Policies must be changed to help create US jobs. Most 


of the “cash for clunkers” went to foreign car manufacturers! 


The Oakland Bay 


Bridge was manufactured in China. Stop strangling US job creators with taxes 
and regulations. Help the economy instead of creating roadblocks and the US will 
recover and provide the job growth needed to narrow the income gap. 

How much regulation is really needed for safety and how many regulations 
are being created to give a faceless bureaucrat power over our lives? If you studied 
hard and received a 95 in your class and your roommate partied and received a 55 
in the class, would it be fair to transfer 15 points from your grade to their grade so 
that both of you pass? The grade inequality would be less. Would you rather have 
a larger income gap and a higher wage or a smaller gap with less income? Which 


and endowment market value. For the 
first time, charitable gift receipts for 
the CSU, comprised of new gifts and 
pledge payments, totaled more than 
$282 million. 

Endowment market value reached al- 
most $1.2 billion, according to the report. 

“The level of growth in charitable 
giving is inspiring and has been essen- 
tial in enhancing academic programs at 
the CSU,” said Garrett P. Ashley, CSU 
vice chancellor for University Relations 
and Advancement, in a press release. 


UKRAINE 


Continued from Page | 


of other people,” Kochan said. “It is 
known as the breadbasket of Europe. [It] 
has always been looked at by other people 
and regrettably suffers from the fact that 
it’s plain and invaders have come through 
there numerous times.” 

For many years, Ukraine has been try- 
ing to join the European Union, which 
would allow Ukranians to travel and ex- 
change goods between neighboring coun- 
tries without a visa, Kochan said. 

In November, Ukraine came close to 
joining the EU, however, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Viktor Yanukovych backed out at 
the last minute and did not sign the deal, 
Kochan said. 

“The people went to the streets because 
they felt that [Yanukovych] had betrayed 
them,’ Kochan said. “I wouldn’t call it a 
full fledge revolution, but it is close to a 
large scale protest against Yanukovych. 
The people are calling [for] his resigna- 
tion.” 

Kochan said he believes that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin influenced Ya- 
nukovych’s decision not to sign the deal. 

“7 think that the main reason for him 
not signing is that Putin put pressure. 
What kind of pressure, no one knows,” 
Kochan said. 

Kochan said that after Yanukovych 
refused to sign the EU trade deal, Rus- 
sia lowered the price of natural gas in 
Ukraine and provided a loan. 

Although there has never been a study 
abroad program for Ukraine, Kochan said 
he hopes that students will be able to visit 
once order is restored. 

“T would definitely like to see that hap- 
pen, but I don’t think the time is right for 
that,” Kochan said. 
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OUR VIEW: W 


n Jan. 7, the Nigerian 
president, Goodluck 
Jonathan, signed an anti- 
gay law. 

Under the new law, any Nigerian 
entering a same-sex union can be 
sentenced to a 14-year prison term, 
according to an article from The Wash- 
ington Post. 

Other penalties for same-sex rela- 
tions include a 10-year sentence for 
anyone involved in same-sex “op- 
erations,” like gay clubs, societies or 
meetings, as well as public displays of 
affection between same-sex couples, 
according to The Washington Post. 

Nigeria had banned gay sex prior to 
the law. 

Nigeria is one of 38 African coun- 
tries where homosexuality is illegal, 
according to Amnesty International. 
Mauritania, Sudan and Somalia carry 
the death penalty for homosexuality. 

American news outlets have been 
reporting on the consequences of the 
Nigerian anti-gay law, including public 
acts of violence in the streets of Nige- 
ria and the prosecution of speculated 
gay men. 

Some news publications are criti- 
cizing the lack of involvement from 
Western Societies to solve the Nigeria 
anti-gay crisis. 

“Both [Britain and the U.S.] should 
be aggressively using their leverage to 
protect the vulnerable gay communi- 
ty,” the editorial board at Washington 
Post said. 

Nigeria receives hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in development aid 
from Britain, while the U.S. purchases 
70 percent of Nigeria’s oil. 

With Nigeria having close ties to 
westernized countries, some news out- 
lets have suggested that the U.S. and 
Britain should cut ties from Nigeria. 

We agree that Nigeria’s anti-gay 
law is inhumane, but Nigeria is not the 
only country where homosexuality is 
punishable by law. 

For the most part, the countries that 
penalize homosexuality are developing 
countries, such as Cameroon, Uganda, 
Iran, Qatar, Jamaica and even Russia, 
where this year’s Winter Olympics are 
being held. 

We understand that these laws are 
discriminatory, but the U.S. doesn’t 
have a perfect track record in human 
rights either. 


Even the U.S., a democratic country 
founded on the ideals of equality for 
all, has yet to legalize gay marriage 
across every state. 

Proposition 8, the 2008 California 
ballot proposition that kept same-sex 
marriage illegal, passed. As recent as 


IVE NIGERIA SOME TIME 


ready to accept same-sex unions. 


according to Reuters. 


six years ago, Californians were not 


In fact, only 17 countries around the 
world recognize same-sex marriage, 


Countries that penalize homosexu- 
ality are cause for concern, but not to 


the point that the U.S. should impose 
political or economic sanctions. 

We hope that in time, all developing 
countries will abolish anti-gay laws, 
but seeing as how gay rights are still an 
ongoing fight in developed countries, 
it’s not something that can be rushed in 


underdeveloped nations. 

Each society grows into its own 
understanding after centuries of 
trial and error, and to compare 
the U.S.’ same-sex legislation to 
Nigeria’s is like comparing apples to 
oranges. 
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“Stay out of it, it’s just going to 
cause unneeded drama between 
the U.S. and Nigeria.” 


-Benjamin Dadacay, 


freshman civil engineering 
major 
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Campus Voice 


Should the U.S. government ask Nigeria to revise its new anti-gay law? 


“The law is ridiculous but we “We should suggest that they 
[U.S] literally just passed [gay should get rid of the law but [the 
laws] as okay so its contradicting U.S] is the country of the free.” 
ourselves.” 
- Sarah Cueto, - Gerald Tiamzan, 
junior child development major freshman business finance major 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 
6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.) “A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 
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“It depends if the law is driven 
by religion or state... unfortu- 
nately the [gay] Nigerian com- 
munity need to be careful.” 


- Spencer Hall, 


senior economics major 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 
1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 
OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
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FACEBOOK 


Emmet, voiced by Chris Pratt, is surrounded by his “Master Builders” in the finale of the Lego Movie, which was released on Feb. 7. 


he LEGO Movie is a film for all 


What seems to be a cheesy children’s film is rather clever and engaging. 


produces creativity in front of your eyes. The main characters take In this world, Lord Business controls everything consumed and pro- 
ordinary objects and use them to create motorcycles, getaway gliders _ cessed by society, even generic pop music. The song “Everything Is 
and even spaceships. Anything that can be imagined can be created, | Awesome” is ironic because Emmet doesn’t know that there is so much 


By Jesus GONZALEZ 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


Usually, most films based on children’s toys in recent years are 
brain-numbing experiences. However, The LEGO Movie offers ex- 
plosive fun and witty satire that kids will enjoy and nostalgic adults 
might love even more. : 

In the beginning, the film seemed like a 100 minute commercial 
for LEGO and it very easily could have been a soulless film like 
Transformers, GI Joe or Battleship. It was surprising that, through- 


out the film, the plot proved to be more important than the promotion © 


of LEGO products. 
The film is aware it’s a commercial and even uses meta-humor, 


so you never know what to expect. The envi- 
ronment itself is a character; even the simpler 
things, like the blocky flow of a LEGO ocean, 
are interesting to watch. 

The background is animated during dialogue 
and action sequences. Just like the details in the 
background, the pace and wit of jokes are fired 
on screen so fast it is hard to catch them all. It 
may seem overwhelming, but it’s the attention 
to detail that makes one excited to re-watch the 
film to find some of its sly secrets. 

Like many children’s films;the cast includes 


_ many popular actors that parents and older fans 


willenjoy, yet kids couldn’t care less about. The 
film follows the protagonist Emmet, voiced by 


more to life than conforming to society. Adding 
to the meta-humor, the pop song is performed 
by indie band Tegan and Sara and comedic rap 
group The Lonely Island. 

Along the way Emmet becomes an unlikely 
hero with the help of Wyldstyle, voiced by 
Elizabeth Banks of The Hunger Games. To- 
gether they embark on an adventure with the 
help of other “Master. Builders” that are-voiced 
by celebrities like Will Arnett, Nick Offerman, 
Alison Brie, Charlie Day and Morgan Freeman. 
They work together to bring down the man and 
embrace individuality and creativity. 

The film also utilizes pop culture icons to cre- 
ate hilarious references from the DC universe, 


as seen in television shows like Arrested Development, 30 Rock and _ Chris Pratt of Parks and Recreation. Emmet is an ordinary construc- _ Harry Potter and Star Wars to name a few. Despite its PG rating, the film 
Community, to make fun of that fact. 


There is so much detail in this world of LEGO pieces, it literally 


tion worker living in a totalitarian world of conformity ruled by is much more complex than most children’s films. While some jokes 
“President” Lord Business, voiced by Will Ferrell. : 


might fly over kids heads, you are sure to be Jaughing by the minute. 


Special ID is nothing special 


Despite its failure to 
stand out, the bland 
plot is balanced by a 
few impressive scenes. 


By Zacu Nix 


Contributing Writer 


Special ID is one of the latest martial 
arts police dramas from Hong Kong. 
It stars Donnie Yen, one of the hardest 
working and physically impressive mar- 
tial artists in the film industry today. 

While Yen is a household name in 
Hong Kong, American audiences may 
only recognize him from American 
films such as Blade II and the Jackie 
Chan comedy Shanghai Knights. Of 
his many Chinese roles in-U.S. films, 
his most popular is that of Bruce Lee’s 
mentor in the masterful 2008 and 2010 
martial arts biopics, IP Man and IP 
Man 2, 

In Special ID, Donnie Yen plays 
Dragon Chan, an undercover cop who 
is also a member of a ruthless under- 
ground Chinese gang. He must balance 
being both a gangster for the leader of 
the gang (Matrix Reloaded’s Collin 
Chou) and an informant for his police 
boss (Ronald Cheng). He fears that his 
identity will be discovered one day and 
that his only existing family, his mother 
Amy (Paw Hee-ching), will be harmed. 
When a gangster named Sunny (Andy 


On) begins to play recklessly, Chan. is 
asked to look into him by both of his 
bosses. The tension rises as Chan must 
also work with a feisty and talented fe- 
male co-worker named Jing Tian (Fang 
Jing). 

Yen has tackled many cop roles 
before, such as Flash Point and SPL. 
Therefore, Special ID feels like yet an- 
other typical action-based role for him. 
Most of these martial arts films do not 
have particularly engaging plots. Usu- 
ally, the majority of these films are seen 
for their action 
scenes. Unfortu- 
nately, Special ID 
has both-a bland 
plot and disap- 
pointing action 
sequences. There- 
fore, Special ID is 
just a basic run- 
of-the-mill action 
film best used to 
pass the time. 

There really 
is not much tension in the plot at all. 
While the film has a nice set up for great 
action and possibly an intense story that 
reminds the viewer of other undercover 
films such as Infernal Affairs and its 
remake The Departed, Special ID never 
seems to pull the viewer in even once. I 
never felt like I was viewing characters 
that I cared for. I did have a previous 
bias by being a huge Donnie Yen fan. 
However, even that did not hold me over 
during this film. For me, Yen simply oc- 
cupied the space and did nothing more 
than to kick butt and do it well. 

As for the action scenes, all of the 


one-on-one fights felt very “been there 
done that” to me. This is a shame, be- 
cause some of Yen’s fights from SPL, 
IP Man, In the Line of Duty 4 and Once 
Upon a Time in China 2 are truly in- 
credible fights that rival even the great- 
est of Jackie Chan’s fights. 

Nevertheless, the film was not without 
some value. My favorite action scene of 
the film did not even involve Yen. In the 
scene, an assassin attaches a rope to his 
waist and proceeds to run down the side 
ofa building while firing at police officers 
in an alley. This 
was a great scene 
and really had me 
on the edge of my 
seat. It is visually 
exciting set pieces 
like this that keep 
me checking up on 
the Asian action 
film market. 

There is also a 
very impressive 
car chase at the 
end of the film that utilizes great stunt 
work. Jing Tian’s character is even 
hanging from the side of a door while 
the car is dodging high speed traffic. 
The scene was clearly accomplished 
with no CGI and reminded me of a stunt 
that Jackie Chan would have done in his 
hey-day in the ‘80s and ‘90s. 

If you can’t take much away from 
Special ID, take this: it will remind you 
that the Chinese still know how to make 
their action films without big special ef- 
fects sequences. In this film, stuntmen, 
intricate choreography and shootouts 
are the name of the game. 


FACEBOOK 


Martial arts master Donnie Yen plays Dragon Chan in Special 
ID, a martial arts film that struggles to stand out from the rest. 
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SPORTS 
CALENDAR 


Wednesday 
Men’s volleyball 


at UCLA, 7 p.m. 
Pauley Pavilion 


Thursday 
Men’s basketball 


vs. UC Santa Barbara, 7 p.m. 


Walter Pyramid 


Women’s basketball 
at UC Santa Barbara, 7 p.m. 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Friday 
Softball 
Easton Desert Classic 
vs. Ohio State, 3:45 p.m. 
vs. Utah Valley, 6 p.m. 
Las Vegas 


Baseball 
vs. Vanderbilt, 6 p.m. 
Blair Field 


Men’s volleyball 
at UC Santa Barbara, 7 p.m. 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Indoor Track 
Husky Classic, All Day 
Seattle 


Saturday 
Women’s tennis 


vs. UC Davis, 11 a.m. 
Rhodes Tennis Center 


Softball 

Easton Desert Classic 
vs. UTEP, 11:15 a.m. 
vs. Utah, 1:30 p.m. 
Las Vegas 


Women’s water polo 
at California, 1 p.m. 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Baseball 
vs. Vanderbilt, 2 p.m. 
Blair Field 


Women’s basketball 
at Cal Poly, 4 p.m. 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 


Men’s basketball 
vs. Cal Poly, 7:30 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Indoor Track 
Husky Classic, All Day 
Seattle 


Women’s golf 

Peg Barnard Invitational 
First Round, All Day 
Palo Alto, Calif. 


Sunday 
Baseball 
vs. Vanderbilt, 1 p.m. 
Blair Field 


Softball 

Easton Desert Classic 
vs. UNLV, 1:30 p.m. 
Las Vegas 


Women’s water polo 
at Sonoma State, 2:30 p.m. 
Sonoma, Calif. 


Indoor Track 
Husky Classic, All Day 
Seattle 


Women’s golf 

Peg Barnard Invitational 
Final Round, All Day 
Palo Alto, Calif. 


‘Niners to host basketball rivals in UCSB 


LBSU will try to 
rebound from a 64-51 
loss to the Gauchos 
earlier in the year. 


By Jason CLARK 
Sports Editor 


With its regular-season Big West Con- 
ference championship hopes dangling 
by a string, the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team will take on UC Santa 
Barbara in a must-win home game. 

Trailing the Gauchos by half a game 
and UC Irvine by one game in the Big 
West standings, the 49ers (10-13, 6-3) 
no longer control their destiny in the 
conference. However, their path to a Big 
West title is still relatively simple: win 
the rest of their games and see UCI lose 
twice. 

None of that will be relevant, though, 
if LBSU can’t take care of UCSB (15-6, 
6-2 Big West) on Thursday. 

Armed with big man Al Williams 
and a surrounding cast of sharp-shoot- 
ers that include guards Michael Bryson 
and Kyle Boswell, the Gauchos have be- 
come one of the most dangerous teams 
in the Big West. They are one of only 
two teams to beat the first-place Anteat- 
ers by 20 this season. 

Williams will once again be the fo- 
cus for the 49ers in the paint. The ju- 
nior center leads the Big West in points 


Jason Ciark | Daity 49eR 


Dan Jennings (35) will have his hands full once again with Al Williams. 


and rebounds this season, which was 
highlighted by a 27-point, 20-rebound 
performance against UC Davis on Feb. 
1. He has scored 20 or more points five 


games in a row. 

“Me and Al Williams are pretty cool; 
we have a good relationship,” said Dan 
Jennings, who will likely be matched up 


on the big man on Thursday. “You just 
have to have a body on him the whole 
game and show him different looks de- 
fensively. You can’t let him get comfort- 
able in spots that he’s usually used to 
scoring.” 

Monson said that part of the chal- 
lenge with UCSB is that Williams isn’t 
the only guy who can make a difference. 

“The thing that makes [Williams] 
so tough is that [the Gauchos] surround 
him with great shooters,” he said. “We 
have to be in two places: we have to help 
with [Williams] and find shooters, and 
that’s a tough chore.”. 

While the initial focus this weekend 
will be on UCSB, the 49ers will also 
have a rematch with Cal Poly on Satur- 
day. 

The Mustangs (8-14, 4-5 Big West) 
were ranked third in the Big West pre- 
season poll but have hit a slump lately. 
After winning four of their first five 
conference games, they have lost their 
last four. 

For the 49ers, the focus will be the 
same as it is for most mid-major teams: 
consistency. 

“We're a bad 20 minutes away from 
our season being over,’ Monson said. 
“Our whole thing is consistency...we’ve 
had two of the best halves in my seven 
years here offensively. It’s not that we’re 
not a good offensive team, it’s that we’re 
not a consistent offensive team.” 

LBSU will try to be consistently 
good this weekend, starting with Thurs- 
day’s 7 p.m. game against UC Santa 
Barbara. The game against Cal Poly is 
set for 7:30 p.m. on Saturday. 


Topp Jonson | Daity 49eR 
The 49ers are still without Alex Sanchez, right, who is injured. 


LBSU to go up central coast 


The 49er women will 
have rematches with 
UCSB and Cal Poly. 


By Micuaet Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


For the first time this year the Long 
Beach State women’s basketball team 
will play two road rematches, facing UC 
Santa Barbara on Thursday at 7 p.m. 
followed by a game against Big West 
leader Cal Poly on Saturday at 4 p.m. 

The last time LBSU met up with 
these teams, The Beach beat UCSB 72- 
53 thanks to a second half in which the 
“Niners outscored the Gauchos 40-26. 

Two days later, the 49ers battled the 
Mustangs in a thrilling loss that was sent 
to overtime after junior guard Hallie 
Meneses made a game-tying 3-pointer 
that left 0.2 seconds on the clock. The 
107-102 loss on Jan. 18 was the first 
game in eight years in which the 49ers 
managed to hit the century mark. 

With Cal Poly boasting a 9-1 record 
in Big West action, the 49ers remain two 
slots behind them, sharing a 5-4 record 
with UC Irvine, UC Davis and Hawai’i. 

“Every game has its own storyline to 
it and we’re going to compete as hard as 
we possibly can,” head coach Jody Wynn 


said. “They can’t expect anything less 
than [what they saw against Cal Poly] and 
let the chips fall where they fall. We’re 
without Alex Sanchez, but we’re gonna 
do our best to take it one game at a time.” 

Being without junior co-captain Alex 
Sanchez is not something new, but the 
road to the Big West tournament does 
get a bit tougher when she’s gone. 

However, Wynn has done her best at try- 
ing to steer clear of making excuses. The 
49ers have just seven regular season games 
left: three at home and four on the road. 

“We can’t get caught up on the des- 
sert,” she said. “We gotta focus on the 
day to day process. We’re not thinking 
about March at all right now ... If we 
solely focus on the Big West tournament 
then we will pass up detailed opportuni- 
ties that we need to take care of to be at 
our best in March.” 

UCSB is riding a four-game losing 
streak but is led by guards Nicole Nesbit 
and Melissa Zornig. Nesbit is averaging 
15.6 points per.contest while Zornig av- 
erages 12.6. 

The opposite can be said for Cal 
Poly, which is currently enjoying a six- 
game winning streak on the shoulders 
of Molly Schlemer. Schlemer has av- 
eraged a Big West-best 18.6 points per 
game while registering 10.1 boards. The 
Mustangs also have a speedy scorer in 


Ariana Delgado, who is averaging 16.7 


points an outing to go along with a Big 
West-leading 5.2 assists per contest. 


49ers to return from week 
off with match at UCLA 


LBSU will also travel 
to Santa Barbara for 
a game against UCSB. 


By ANITA WANG 
Staff Writer 


After an entire week off from con- 
ference play, the Long Beach State 
men’s volleyball team is ready to hit 
the road to face No. 2 UCLA and No. 6 
UC Santa Barbara. 

Head coach Alan Knipe said he ap- 
preciated the time off after a rough Jan- 
uary during which his team played 14 
matches with only four held at home. 

“Tt gave us an opportunity to work 
on-some things in our own gym that 
were really only about us instead of 
preparing for matches,’ Knipe said. 
“Some of our guys were also able to 
have some downtime to recover from 
nagging injuries.” 

LBSU (6-3, 5-3 Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation) will first take on 
the Bruins who saw a nine-game win- 
ning streak snap after getting swept by 
then-No. 2 Pepperdine last week, giv- 
ing them their first and only loss of the 
season. A few days later on the road, 
the Bruins swept their town rival and 
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fifth-ranked Southern California. 

UCLA (10-2, 7-1 MPSF) is led by 
Robart Page, who has 180 kills, and 
Gonzalo Quiroga, who has 153 kills 
and a team-high 78 digs and 22 aces. 

Spencer Rowe and Trent Kersten 
control their team’s defense at the net 
with a combined 81 blocks. : 

Up next for the 49ers is UCSB (6-3, 
5-3 MPSF), which lost to USC in five 
sets last week. A few days later, the 
Gauchos were able to go home victori- 
ous against Pepperdine, the only team 
UCLA has fallen to. 

The Gauchos are led offensively by 
Austin Kingi with 107 kills and Evan 
Licht with 106 kills, while Jonah Seif 
controls the back row with 69 digs. 

With a week off, the 49ers were 
not only given time to recover from 
injuries and focus on their own game, 
but the non-starters were also given a 
chance to show the coaches what they 
could offer. 

“Tt’s hard to earn your right to play 
in matches when the team’s never here 
to practice,’ Knipe said. “We had a 
couple of guys [non-starters] step up, 
and when the right situation arises, we 
will consider everything that has hap- 
pened this week and possibly put them 
on the court.” 

The 49ers will face the Bruins on 
Wednesday and the Gauchos on Friday, 
both at 7 p.m. : 
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